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PREF ACE 


ADDRESSED TO 


PROTESTANT PARENTS, 


H E following diſcourſe is 

now republiſhed, in hope of 
making thoſe who read it 7h 
roughly ſenſible, that whatever fa- 
vour our Legiſlators may ſee fit 
to ſhew to Papiſts amongſt us, fill 
Popery itſelf is, beyond a doubt, 
an enemy to the religion of Chriſt, 
conſequently ought to be reſiſted 
unto blood by every Proteſtant at 
this day, as it was by many of the 
A 2 moſt 
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moſt wiſe, learned, and holy of 
our forefathers. It is to prove, 
we can with no degree of truth 
call the points in difference be- 
tween Papiſts and Proteſtants, ſpe- 
eulative points, ſince Popery impoſes 
the practice of direct groſs idolatry, 
which idolatry, our princes, under 
whom our Reformation was begun 
and carried on, call the moſt de- 
teſtable offence, which of all others 
God Almighty doth abhor +, 


Each of theſe particulars which 
is laid by me to the charge of 
Popery, as directly contradicting 
the Scripture, I have authority to 


Such they were lately ſaid to be, without contradie- 
tion, both in the Britiſh and Iriſh Houſe of Commons. 


+ K. Edw. VI. Inj. 1547. Q. Eliz. Inj. 1559. and by 
Stat. 30 Car. II. the invocation and adoration of ſaints, 


and the ſacrifice of the maſs is declared to be idelatreus. 
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affirm is a real part of Popery, 
from notorious Hiſtory, the Arti- 
cles of the church of Rome in Pope 
Pius's Creed, or her practice to 
this hour. As to the adoration of 
the Pope, the rev. Mr. Fletcher, of 
Madley, aſſured me, he was an 
eye witneſs to it, at the Pope's 
chapel, but a few years ago; and 
was ſo much moved with the 
blaſphemous deed, that he with 
difficulty refrained from bearing 
teſtimony againſt it, before the 
Sovereign Pontiff, and his Cardinals. 


If theſe things be Aſo, are 
we not now loudly called upon 
to guard againſt the zealous ſpi- 
rit of the Vapiſts? They have 
been always confident the nor- 
thern hereſy muſt in the end ceaſe, 


and 
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and England again bow down to 
the Pope. By indefatigable aſ- 
ſiduity, artful gloſſes, and bold 
aſſertions, many have been added 
to their confederacy. But now 
they will have not only their 
ſpirits animated, but much more 
advantage than ever, by open- 
ing maſs houſes, and ſeminaries 
for education of youth, Many | 
parents, indifferent to religion, 
will prefer to proteſtant, the Ca- 
tholic ſchools, for the ſake of 
having their children better ac- 
compliſned. In theſe, favourable 
ideas of Popery will impreſs their 
tender minds, and a bias towards 
it be inſenſibly contracted, If 
therefore we love our children, the 
goſpel of God, and our own ſal- 


vation, how much are we oblig- 
ed 
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ed to preſerve to our offspring, 
what we received, the faith of 
Chriſt, holy, and undefiled ! None 
but infidels can reckon all reli- 
gions alike, or ſee no material 
difference between the wiſdom 
that is from above, and an earth- 
born ſyſtem of ſuperſtition, idolatry, 
and ſlavery. 


Though I write warmly, I 
muſt aver, there is neither in the 
Sermon any virulence againſt thoſe 
who have been unhappily bred 
up in the church of Rome, nor 
in my heart any feeling but 
good will. A Proteſtant myſelf 
upon full conviction, and much 
enquiry, I am a friend to toler- 
ation and the inviolable rights 
of conſcience, But pernicious er- 

rors 
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rors muſt be treated as they de- 
ſerve; always remembering, the man 
who is deceived, muft be pitied 
and loved; the falſhood he cleaves 
to, condemned and reprobated with 


deteſtation. 


7. he wiſdom from above, is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, 


full of mercy and of good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocriſy. 


\HIS Anniverſary is ſet apart on 
purpoſe to enliven our gratitude to 
God for twice preſerving our civil liber- 
ties, and ſtill more precious faith, when 
both were in utmoſt danger from the at- 
tempts of Popery, To promote this de- 
ſign, I ſhall now place before you the 
origin of Chriſtianity, and the tempers 
which conſtitute its ſupreme excellence, 
contraſting with them the origin, tenets, 
and ſpirit of Popery: from whence you 
will draw this unavoidable concluſion, 
that Popery is an enemy to the religion 
of Chriſt, 
B The 
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The origin of Chriſtianity, our inſpire 
ed apoſtle aſſures us, is wiſdom. from 
above. It is not derived from the reaſon- 
ings of men, wiſe, yet capable of de- 
ceiving, or being deceived, It is not be- 
holden for its authority to princes, ſy- 
nods, or councils, Even the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed of the human race, prophets and 
apoſtles, can lay no claim to any part of 
it as their own diſcovery, for the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man, but 
holy men of God. pale as they were movea 
by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. i. 21. All Serip- 
ture (every doctrine, precept, promile, 
and threatening contained in it) war given 
by inſpiration of God, 2 Tim. iii. 16. As 

the genial heat which pervades the earth, 

and the fire which ripens its rich pro- 
ductions, comes only from the ſun in the 
firmament; fo Chriſtianity (productive 
of all the fruits of righteouſneſs) is a light 
from heaven ſhining upon a guilty be- 
nighted world. Compare with this divine 
origin, the riſe of Popery. We can point 
out from unconteſted hiſtory, when every 
one of her peculiar tenets was firſt taught. 
Me can prove how much they were oppoſed 
by the churches of Chriſt, We can fix 
the periods of her encreaſing uſurpations, 

8 from 
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from the appeals made to the Biſhop of 
Rome by intereſted prieſts, ſeeking vic- 
tory over their competitors for prefer- 
ment; and the plenitude of her power, 
from the grant of princes intoxicated 
with ſuperſtition, and the arrogant deci- 
ſions of Popes themſelves. This is moſt 
ſtritly the truth. And Popery, as if con- 
ſcious of it, appeals in all diſputes with 
the reformed churches, not to the ſcrip- 
ture only, but to ſcripture interpreted by 
fathers and councils. As if the oracles of 
God were not themſelves clear, deciſive, 
and infallible: ſhe urges pretended unity, 
antiquity, and univerſality, as the war- 
rant for her peculiar tenets and practices. 
Inſtead of unlimited obedience to the 
wiſdom from above, Popery, with the 
ſanction of traditions on her fide, pre- 
ſumes plainly to contradict it in ſeveral 
capital inſtances, which ſhall be proved. 
Our Lord, foreſeeing the miſeries luſt 
of domination would bring on mankind, 
particularly guards his diſciples againſt it; 
Ye know, ſays he, that the princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, and 
they that are great, exerciſe authority upon 
them; but it ſhall not be ſo among you. 
Yet /o it is undoubtedly in the church of 

B 2 Rome, 
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Rome, for ſhe arrogates to herſelf the 
higheſt authority, that of motber and miſ- 
treſi of all churches, She calls her Biſhop, 
the Vicar of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. She 
exalts him above all earthly potentates, 
and offers to him incenſe with proftra- 
tion and adoration, which HE fits'to're- 
ceive every year, in the temple of God, 
ſhewing himſelf that he is God ®, Conld 
an open enemy act in more barefaced de- 
fiance to our Lord's injunction, i Hall 
not be ſo among yo 

See the ſame daring oppoſition, in an- 
other inſtance. The Second Command- 
ment charges every man, under pe- 
nalty of incurring God's wrath, not even 
to make any graven image, much leſs to 
bow down and worſhip it. Trampling 
upon this plain command, Popery does 
make, bow down to, and worſhip graven 
images without number. At the fame 
time, conſcious that ſcripture is clear 
and loud in condemning her 'praQtice; 
ſhe erazes from the Decalogue, the ſe- 
cond, and divides the laſt Commandment 
into two, to keep up in appearance, the 
number ten; thus deceiving her people, 
and expoſing her own. ſhameful art. — 
Popery no leſs groſsly offends againſt the 


* 2 Theſ. ii. i 
wildom 
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wiſdom, from above, in another inſtance. 
We are plainly and frequently taught 
from beaven, that there is only ove Me- 
diator between God and man, the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, able to faye to the utter- 
moſt all who come to God by him, ſee- 
ing he ever liveth to make intercefſion.— 
But to this Mediator and Interceſſor, 
Popery has decreed in her 19th Article, 
to join a vaſt number of ſaints, and ſhe 
directs all her people, in every time of 
need, to call upon theſe inferior media- 
tors, that they may make interceſſion for 
them. By which means, now in Po- 
piſh, as of old in Pagan nations, man's 
affiance is drawn off from Him, whoſe. 
preſence filleth heaven and earth, and 
who does all the good that is done 
upon earth, and divided, to ſay the. 
beſt, between the Creator and the crea- 
ture: names of ſuppoſed ſaints (for it is 
by no means certain they were ſuch in 
fat) are invoked, and deliverance is 
aſcribed to them “. 


* It is a moſt frequent ſaying in the mouth of devout 
Papiſts abroad, from S:. Bernard : In all temptations, diſ- 
treſs, and danger, when you feel yourſelf ſinking into the 
depths of deſpair, refpice ſtellam, voca Mariam. Look up 
to the ſtar of heaven,—call upon Mary. Call upon me, 
faith the Lord Jehovah, ſo will I hear thee, and thou ſhalt 


glorify me. 
But 
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But the grand tenet of all, in which 
Popery ſtands at variance with the wiſ- 
dom from above, is tranſubſtantiation. 
Our Saviour, reproving their very groſs 
ideas, who miſunderſtood his diſcourſe 
in the ſixth of John, juſt as the church of 
Rome does to this hour, he corrected 
their miſtake, by telling them plainly, 
the fleſh profiteth nothing. The words, ſays. 
he, which I ſpeak unto you (upon this ſub- 
je& of giving my fleſh for the life of the 
world) they are ſpirit, and they are life.— 
After his aſcenſion, he teaches his church, 
through St. Paul, that by the one offer- 
ing of himſelf once, he hath perfected for 
ever them that are ſanctified ®; and that 
in the ſtanding memorial of this oblation 
(the Lord's ſupper) it is bread which we 
eat, and it is wine which we drink, 1 Cor. 
X1. 26. | 

In open contradiction to theſe infallible 
ſayings, Popery teaches, that in the 
maſs ＋ is offered unto God, a true, pro- 
per, propitiatory ſacrifice for the quick 
and dead, and that in the moſt holy ſa- 
crament of the euchariſt there is truly, 


really, and ſubſtantially, the body and 


* Heb. x. 14. + Art, xvii. 
blood, 
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blood, together with the ſoul and divi- 
nity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that 
there is a change made of the whole ſub- 
ſtance of bread into the body, and of 
the whole ſubſtance of wine into the 
blood; which change, „ calls tran- 
ſubſtantiation. 

And the wafer, over which the prieſt 
pronounces the words, This is my body, is 
ſuppoſed thus in a moment to be tranſub- 
ſtantiated,—js afterwards carried in pub- 
lic proceſſion, and in times of -public 
calamity expoſed to im plore divine mercy ; 
it receives adoration, as the body of 
Chriſt, from every one who is paſling by ; 
and when lifted up in the church, from 
the whole congregation. 

Here, I allow, Popery (contrary to 
her uſual cuſtom) confidently appeals to 
the very words of our Saviour, when he in- 
ſtituted the ſacrament, as teaching tran- 
ſubſtantiation. But is it acting as his friend 
or enemy, obſtinately to perſiſt in fixing 
a ſenſe on his words, which contains ab- 
ſurdity, and contradiction? To do ſo, 
when they bear an excellent ſenfe, free 
from every objection, only by under- 
ſtanding them as a certain figure of 
ſpeech, uſed by the inſpired writers in a 

thouſand 
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thouſand: places, as no ons can deny 
On the © contrary, by interpreting the 
words, This 15 my body, literally, we mat 
alſo believe, that Jeſus held himſelf in 
bis own hand, at the fame time he did 
not hold himſelf—-ſat down on the 
ground, whilſt he was ſuſpended in the 
air -was eaten by his diſciples, yet was 
all the while alive—and that his body 
was given, yet at the fame time was not 
given, and was broken, though it remain=- 
ed intirely whole. 
To father ſuch falſhoods and palpable 
contradictions on the words of the Lord 
and Judge of all men, is to expoſe his re- 
ligion to the utmoſt contempt and de- 
riſion. 


We have compared the ori zin of Chriſ- 


_ tanity with that of — and have 


ſeen the one is from above, the other 
from beneath Compare now the 1 of 
each. 

The wiſdom from above, is firſt pure— 
its grand deſign is to enlighten our minds, 
and work on us by ſelf-love and grati- 
tude, by hopes and fears, to follow after 

rity, or holineſs, without which no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord. The abſolute 


0 of this purity is proved, by the 
only 


69 
only diviſion which the ſcripture makes 
of all perſons, to whom the goſpel is ſent. 
It divides them into believers in Chriſt, 
and unbelievers, — one pure, the other 
corrupt; one righteous, the other 
wicked, —one friends, the other ene- 
mies to God, — one are ſaved, the other 
periſh. | 

But Popery takes upon herſelf to teach 
there is a middle ſort of Chriſtians be- 
tween theſe two, not pure enough to enter 
immediately after death into paradiſe, as 
the converted thief, nor filthy enough to 
be caſt into hell. A middle place there- 
fore, between heaven and hell, is invent- 
ed, a purgatory, for their puniſhment ; 
where the ſuffrages, or prayers of the 
faithful on earth are ſaid to relieve them *; 
ſome in a leſs, others in a greater de- 
oree; ſome ſooner, ſome later; and 
ſome the penal fire cleanſes in a ſhorter, 
ſome in a longer time, 

How plainly does this tenet contradict 
our Lord's ſolemn injunction thrice re— 
peated, If thy right hand, or eye, offend 
thee, cut off the one, pluck out the 
other; for it is better for thee to enter 


* Art, xix. and xx. 


CG into 
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into life having one hand, or one eye, 
than, having both, to be caſt into hell, 
where the worm dieth not, and the fireis 
not guenched *, Yet even this moſt awful 
denunciation is found, in numberleſs in- 
ſtances, too weak to deter from fin. 
What can be expected then from an aſ- 
ſ@rance, that men ſhall be at laſt deliver- 
ed from miſery, who die in their 
pollution, otherwiſe they could need 
no purgatory? _ 

Beſides purgatory, Popery teaches an- 
other doctrine, not leſs an enemy to pu- 
rity; it is, that the power of indulgences 
was left by Chriſt in the church, and 
that the uſe of them is very beneficial to 
_ Chriſtian people 17. Thus, the Pope's 
pardon is employed to ſet aſide the ne- 
ceſſity of repentance at all. This is no 
ſlander, for the moſt renowned defender 
of Popery, ſays as much.—When Cajetan, 
contemporary with Luther, and one of 
the moſt learned commentators of Scrip- 
ture amongſt the Romaniſts, affirmed, 
that men ſhould fo embrace pardons from 
the Pope, that they neglect not (to uſe 
their unſcriptural phraſe) fatisfadtory 


* Mark ix. + Art, xx. 
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works, which if neglected, through 
confidence in theſe pardons, ſome divincs, 
ſays Cajetan, hold ſuch pardons cannot 
profit: mark the anſwer from Cardi- 
nal Bellarmine—Thrs opinion, (that the 
pardon and indulgence of the Pope can- 
not avail without repentance,) is profit- 
able and pious, but it is not certain, per- 
haps not true *®,—Conſequently, men 
may depend upon the Pope's pardon, 
and the virtue of his indulgence, even 
dying impenitent. Could an avowed ene- 
my to Chriſt's religion, aſſert any thing 
more contrary to his folemn determina- 
tion, Likewiſe T ſay unto you, except ye re- 
pent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ? 

Another tenet taught by Popery, 
of the ſame tendency with purgatory 
and indulgences, is, that attrition, 
1. e. ſorrow for ſin, through mere 
dread of puniſhment, will procure par- 
don, if confeſſion is made to a prieſt, and 
his abſolution obtained. Yet the moſt 
abandoned have undeniably had ſorrow, 
even to deſtroy themſelves, through dread 
of puniſhment, like Judas, without the 
leaſt degree of faith, humility, or love 


De Indulg, Lb, i. 
C 2 to 
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to God, And if mere trembling at the 
uplifted arm of almighty vengeance, is 
to be accounted ſaving repentance, join- 
ed with the abſolution of a prieſt, the de- 
vil and his angels want only this privi- 
lege, to regain their heaven : for they, 
more than any criminals, tremble 

ia dread of the judgment of the yu 
day, 

Our apoſtle proceeds in deſcribing the 
ſupreme excellence of Chriſtianity ; it is 
peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreated ; 

utterly averſe to ſtrife and violence, it 
will do every thing but relinquiſh or diſ- 
ſemble God's ſacred truth, for the /ake 
of peace. It is gentle to bear the per- 
verſe cavils of pride, ignorance, and 
folly, and the ill-uſage of wrathful and 
ungodly men. Gentle, to put up with 
many injuries, and will yield to the firſt 
fincere offers of reconciliation, without 
inſiſting on full reparation of its wrongs. 

Judge for yourſelves, how adverſe to 
this temper, is the ſpirit of Popery. Her 
violent quarrels with princes, for refuſ- 
ing to own the ſupremacy of the Pope, 
have been notorious. Often has ſhe ex- 
cited diſturbances, and even rebellions, 


in many kingdoms; often iſſued out 
bulls 
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bulls and interdicts, to ſupport her uſur- 
pations, by terrifying ſuperſtitious minds, 
as if all intercourſe with heaven was at 
an end, ſo ſoon as the Pope pronounced 
ſentence of excommunication. Can you 
conceive a ſpirit more oppoſite to gen- 
tleneſs, than hers, who, the moment. 
you dare obey the plaineſt dictates of 
ſcripture, in oppoſition to her decrees, 
charges you with hereſy, and a damn- 
able revolt from the only church of God, 
and then thunders out her dreadful ana- 
themas *? Or, is ſhe eaſy to be intreated, 
who never willingly gave up a fingle 
uſurpation, or would confeſs herſelf in 
an error, though made palpable; or 
grant men the liberty of ſearching the 
ſcripture, or judging for themſelves, 
what is the mind of God in it? 

The wiſdom from above is full of 
mercy; not only glad to ſuccour the diſ- 
treſſed, and alleviate human miſery, but, 
like God its author, long-ſuffering and 
compaſſionate to the enemies of his 


* Thus, after our great Elizabeth was found inflexible to 
the mild attempts employed by the Pope to bring her back, 
a bull was ſent forth by pope Pius V. Volumus & jubemus, 
ut adverſus Elizabetham ſubdiu arma capeſſant.— It is our 
will and command, that the ſubje&s of Elizabeth take up 
arms againſt her. 


truth. 
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truth. She ſeeks with mildneſs, and re- 
peated admonitions to reclaim, before ſhe 
rejects a man, that is a heretic, from her 
communion. And then ſhe gives an heart 
to pray for them who are in error, as Samuel 
did in pity to Saul, and the firſt Chriſtians 
for apoſtates from the faith, leaving the 
puniſbment of hereſies, as of all ungodlineſs, 
to the Searcher of hearts and Judge of all 
men. Hear what unfeigned, and there- 
fore charming proteſtations of good will 
towards the deſpiſers of Chriſt, were in- 
ſpired by the wiſdom from above, into 
one of her moſt illuſtrious ſons; and a 
meaſure of the ſame ſpirit is found in 
them all. Being reviled, we bleſs ; being 
perſecuted, we ſuffer it ; being defamed, we 
intreat. I ſay the truth in Chriſt, I lie 
not, my conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs 
in the Holy Ghoſt, that ] have great heavi- 
neſt and continual ſorrow of heart, jor I 
could wiſh that myſelf were accurſed from 
Chriſt, ſor my brethren, my kinſmen ac- 
cording to the fleſb. - Compare with this 
heaven-born temper, the treatment ſup- 
poſed heretics have always received from 
Popery—how fierce and wrathful! She 
has erected in Rome, Italy, Spain, and 
Portugal, offices of inquilition, where 

: horrid 
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horrid inſtruments of torture are employ- 
ed to convince gainſayers, or put them 
to death for their hereſy.—Aſk thoſe ſpi- 
rits of the juſt made perfect, the glory of 
our nation, who freely gave their bodies 
to be burnt for Chriſt's ſake, in Mary's 
ever odious reign—aſk them, what 
crime was laid to their charge? Not the 
breach of any one of the Ten Command- 
ments ; not the denial of any Article in 
the Three Creeds—not rebellion againſt 
their lawful Sovereign.—No, none of 
theſe things were even pretended. The 
unpardonable offence, was their denial 
of the Pope's ſupremacy, and that the 
bread and wine in the ſacrament was the 
natural body of Chriſt, a true, proper, 
and propitiatory ſacrifice for the ſins of 
quick and dead. For this, only for this, 
Popery conſigned their bodies to the 
flames, their names to infamy as here» 
tics, and their ſouls to hell.—But not 
only individuals, full of apoſtolic light 
and love to Chriſt, have been burnt at 
the ſtake, merely for rejecting the pecu- 
liar tenets of Popery; her draughts of 
the blood of the ſaints have been large, 
pleaſant, and often repeated. Thouſands 
have fallen at once a victim to her pious 


fury. 
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fury. The maſſacre in Paris, Pied- 
mont, Ireland, &c. &c. have brought 
indelible reproach upon the Chriſtian 
name. And the intended deſtruction of 
our Proteſtant forefathers, as on this 
day, equals, in cruelty of deſign, and tra- 
gical conſequences, any thing the ſpirit 
of wrath in man ever contrived. The 
plot was fixed to diſpatch into eternity 
without poſſibility of one look to heaven 
for mercy, the king, the prince, and 
both houſes of Parliament, at the in- 
ſtant their murderers believed them in 
damnable hereſy. Vet ſo far was this 
attempt from meeting with abhorrence 
at Rome, that two of the traitors ® were 
afterwards preferred in the Pope's own 
court; and the two other , executed for 
it, are inſerted in the Jeſuits Catalogue 
of Engliſch Martyrs: one of them is in- 
rolled amongſt the interceding ſaints ; 
and the ſtraw on which the body of the 
other lay, is valued as a relique of great 


price . 


Gerard, alias Everard, and Greenwell, alias Teſmond. 


+ Hall, alias Oldcorn, and Garnet. 
$ See Dean Stanhope's Sermon on the 5th of i. 
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And this antichriſtian cruel principle, 
which abhors the thought of ſhewing 
mercy to thoſe who deny her tenets, is 
abſolutely enjoined by the higheſt autho- 
rity the church of Rome acknowleges, 
a general council, ſo called, with the 
Pope at the head of it“; and perſecution 
is practiſed in all Popiſh countries, I 
think, ſays biſhop Butler +, where it can 
be done ſafely.—Nay, in proof that no 
toleration for Proteſtants can be reaſon- 
ably expected from Popery, as if ſhe had 
left off to burn and perſecute her ene- 
mies, and was now become gentle and 
full of mercy—hear what one of her 
principal defenders ſays, in anſwering 
Mr. Voltaire, and expoſing his errors, 
only eleven years ſince. 

+ The firſt conſequence of this ig ze. 
« ful ſyſtem of toleration, would be the 
« entire overthrow and annihilation of re- 
6e ligion.“ Vol. II. p. 18. T Again, vol. II. 
p. 107. Princes are the protectors and 
« defenders of the church; they are 


® Tn the third Council of Lateran, held under Alexander 
Wl. 1179. 

+ Sermon before the Houſe of Lords, 

t La premiere conſequence de cet affreux ſyſteme (du 
tolerantiſme) etoit le renverſement entier, & Panneantiſe- 
ment de la religion, Les Erreurs de Voltaire, vol. II. 
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te ſtrictly obliged to puniſh impieties; 
* which outrage and overturn religion. 
Religion preaches nothing but mild- 
1% neſs, and abhors violence. But ſhe 
* obliges ſovereigns and magiſtrates to 
* take effectual means to put a ſtop to 
* profaneneſs, and to prevent ſeduction.” 
But the Proteſtant religion is, in the eyes 
of Popery, the Northern hereſy, and the 
vileſt ſeduction. Conſequently, the ſe- 
cular arm, muſt perſecute and ſuppreſs 
it at any rate, in defence of the only 
holy Roman Catholic church. 

The wiſdom from above is full of good 
fruits. It makes governors regard the 
welfare of mankind, and ſubjects obey 
them from conſcience. It makes pa- 
rents attentive to form their children to 
all that is excellent. It makes maſters 
reaſonable, mild, and generous to their 
ſervants; and ſervants do their buſineſs 
with all chearfulneſs and good fidelity ; 
whilſt it inſpires moderation and juſtice 
in our dealings with each other. Thus 
it prevents the diſorders which annoy ſo- 
ciety, and ſubdues the evils which im- 
bitter life, Therefore, all orders and de- 
grees of men have abundant reaſon to 


confeſs the excellency of the Chriſtian 


faith, 


5 
faith, and be thankful for this divine di- 


rectory, from which nothing can be 
taken, and to. which nothing can be 
added, without offending God, and in- 
Juring ourſelves. Conſequently, the pe- 
culiar practices enjoined by Popery can 
produce no good fruits. To what pro- 
fitable purpole does ſhe forbid marriage 
to her clergy, which the wiſdom from 
above declares is honourable in all? To 
what purpoſe bury in convents, good ex- 
amples, which ſhould give light unto the 
world ? or burden men with heavy pe- 
nances as the prieſt ſhall direct? what 
good fruits can come from ſcourging 
and abuling the body in voluntary hu- 
mility, which the apoſtle condemns as 
will-worſhip, to the ſatisfying of the 
fleſh, the corrupt nature of man? Col. 
n. 23. 

Inſtead of good fruits, the peculiar 
tenets of Popery produce the worſt.— 
She has made the humble religion of 
Chriſt, a foundation for the moſt abſo— 
lute eccleſiaſtical dominion, and ſo en—ů 
tirely changed its form, that men of 
underſtanding look upon the whole as 
a lucrative impoſture, to aggrandize 
prieſts, and enllave mankind. Hence 

D 2 _ Viretg 
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Viret, and other writers, have proved 
that deiſm made its firſt appearance in 
Rome and Italy; from whence it has 
ſpread itſelf through Europe like a peſ- 
tilence. 
The wiſdom from above is without 
partiality ; adaxpr@-, partiality to our 
own creed, as neceſſary to falvation, 
though not taught by the oracles of God. 
This practice St. James ſtigmatizes as 
ſetting up to be a judge of the law, and 
not a doer thereoi—lſince it plainly im- 
peaches the Lawgiver as deficient, if 
more than he has required, is either to be 
believed or done by us. But full of the 
moſt bigotted partiality to every tenet 
and every practice of her own, Popery, 
in the moſt peremptory tone, condemns 
all Proteſtants, who cannot plead invin- 
cible ignorance, which ſhe reckons ne- 
ver can be.the caſe, if they have been 
once called upon to reconcile themſelves 
to the church of Rome, and refuſed to 
do ſo. Salvation ſhe confines within her 
own pale—out of it you muſt die an he- 
retic, and become a caſt-away. - In vain 
you believe in the only begotten Son of 
God, continue in his word, and -bring 
forth good fruits—you muſt do more— 
| you 
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you muſt hear the church of Rome. 
There is but one door to heaven, of 
which ſhe keeps the key; therefore, all 
faith, love, and works, Proteſtants ex- 
cell in, muſt be only ſpecious and coun- 
terfeit ; without her kiſs of reconcilia- 
tion, the ſoul cannot be ſaved. —Thus 
flatly contradicting the wiſdom from 
above, Fudge not, and ye ſhall not be judg- 
ed, condemn not, and ye ſhall not be con- 
demned, Who art thou that judgeſt another 
man's ſervant ? To lis own maſter he 
flandeth or falleth. 

Laſtly, the wiſdom from above is 
without hypocriſy—ſhe deſpiſes an ig- 
norant aſſent to the truth, and every act 
of religion that is without underſtand- 
ing and ſincerity; knowing God is a 
Spirit, and ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, 
who worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 
How contrary to this is the practice of 
Popery !—Her worſhip is offered up in an 
unknown tongue, therefore can neither 
enlighten the mind, nor honour God. And 
inſtead of urging effectual fervent prayer 
as alone profitable to the ſoul, ſhe main- 
tains the mere repetition of prayers, called 
the opus operatum, will be of uſe to men. 


But 
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But the hypocriſy of Popery, moſt of 
all diſcovers itſelf, in pretending to 
honour the name of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in the higheſt degree, when ſhe 
robs him of his real glory. I prove this 
charge in the following capital inſtances 
He is the all-perfect Teacher of his 
church, by whoſe Spirit all his diſciples 
are illuminated. They are commanded. 
to hear his words as all ſofficient, and 
forbidden to call any man maſter.— 
The words that I have ſpoken unto you, 
they ſhall judge you in the laſt day. But 
Popery will not even ſuffer the ſcripture 
to be put into the hands of the people. 
Though they were originally preached to 
the poor, and publiſhed with particular 
regard to their neceſſities, who are 
choſen of God, rich in faith, heirs of 
the kingdom; yet Popery locks them 
them up, leſt familiar uſe ſhould bring 
them into contempt, and multiply he- 
reſies.— And inſtead of enjoining abſolute 
obedience on to his docttines and com- 
mandmente, Popery exacts a ſubjection 
to her own decrees, the moſt reproach- 
ful to reaſonable creatures, in her twenty- 
fourth Article, as follows: I do alſo 
* without the leaſt doubt receive and 

« profeſs 
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«- profeſs: all other things, which have 
«© been delivered, defined, and de- 
% clared by the ſacred canons, and œcu- 
„ menical councils, and eſpecially by the 
ce holy ſynod of Trent; and all things 
* contrary thereunto, and all herefies 
* whatſoever, condemned, rejected, and 
% anathematized, I do likewiſe tondeman, 
“ reject, and anathematize, and promiſe 
* to do fo, to the end of my life,” — 
This implicit total ſubjection, effectually 
dethrones Chriſt, the infallible prophet 
of the church; for you alledge in vain 
his deciſion in any point of doctrine, or 
his command in any point of practice. 
Popery has already ſecured to herſelf a 
deſpotic power to igterpret both away, 
if ſhe pleaſes. Though the ſenſe of his 
words in any point be clear as the ſun, 
all its meaning vaniſhes at once, before 
the judgment of the church, the autho- 
rity of councils, and the conſent of fa- 
thers.—A deciſive proof of this you 
have in the only reply, Popery is wont to 
make, when accuſed of with-holding the 
cup from the laity in the ſacrament. 
The command could not poſſibly be 
more plain, Drink ye a of this.—But 
Popery defines, that al means only 

| prielts, 
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prieſts; and if that will not ſatisſy, ſhe 
further fays,—under the form of bread 
only, you no leſs truly and really receive 
every drop of Chriſt's blood, than the 
prieſts who drink of the cup. 

Further, the church of Chriſt is pur- 
chaſed with his own blood; and his ſa- 
crifice retains everlaſting virtue to cleanſe 
from all unrighteouſneſs, every finner 
who makes application to him, with 
faith unfeigned: and beſides this, ac- 
cording to ſcripture, nothing in heaven 
above, or earth beneath, can take away 
the leaſt ſin.— By a ſacrilegious invaſion of 
Chriſt's office, Popery aſcribes pardon of 
fin to the power of the Pope; juſtification 
before God, to the merit of good works; 
purification from fin, to the fire of purga- 
tory; and ſalvation, to the bleſſed Virgin— 
for in her Litany, Popery conſtantly prays 
to her as the ſaviour of the helpleſs, the 
gate of heaven, and the refuge of ſinners“. 

Now what leſs than the moſt art- 
ful hypocriſy is this, for Popery to 
aſſume the name of the one holy ca- 


tholic and apoſtolic church of Chriſt 


* S:lus infirmorum 
Janua cœlorum 
Peccatorum refugium, 
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—to fill her temples with images of 
him, and her ſtreets with his croſs, 
for a ſhew of profoundeſt honour to his 
name, at the very time ſhe actually ex- 
cludes him from his ſacred rights, and 
exalts her own decrees above his word ! 
What deep-laid artifice, to give iim the 
grand titles of Prophet, Prieſt, and King, 
whilſt in fa& ſhe will not allow us to 
ſubmit ourſelves entirely to him in any one 
of theſe moſt exalted characters.—lIt ſeems 
impoſſible for Popery to puſh her daring 
invaſion of the Redeemer's office a ſtep 
further, unleſs ſhe was to define and de- 
clare, that not the goſpel, but the decrees 
of the church and the Pope ſhall judge 
us all in the laſt day, 

This impartial compariſon between 
Chriſtianity and Popery, in ſeveral capital 
articles, has, I truſt, convinced your judg- 
ment, that they ſtand in irreconcileable 
oppoſition to each other. —Chriſtianity, 
how admirable ! the immediate offspring 
of God; pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy 
to be intreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hy- 
pocriſy,—Popery, alas! how different - 
in its origin from beneath in its doc- 
trines, favourable to our corruptions— 

------ and 


( 26 ) 


and contrary to the infallible ſayings of 
Chriſt—in its ſpirit fierce and perſecut- 
ing, partial and hypocritical. 

My Proteſtant brethren, let me hens, 
you, er deeply theſe things, that 
you may become duly thankful for your 
religion—A religion free from every mix- 
ture of ſuperſtition, idolatry, and ſpirit- 
pal tyranny. Manifeſt its efficacy—im- 
prove to the utmoſt, the excellent advan- 
tages you enjoy—with delight, and per- 
ſeverance, ſearch daily the Scriptures, to 
which you have the freeſt acceſs. Spurn- 
ing the diftates of men, ſubmit without 
reſerve to every doctrine, and obſerve 
every precept binding upon Chriſtians in 
the oracles of God. After this manner 

worſhip him, however reviled and con- 
demned as | heretics by the church of 
Rome. By this means, and no other,” our 
entering a ſolemn proteit againſt the pe- 
culiar tenets and daring innovations of 
Popery, will honour ogt profeilion, 
prove of benefit to ourſelves and man- 
kind, and infallibly bring us to that world 
of glory, where we ſhall ſee him, whom 
we obeyed here, as our only Lord, our 


Lawgiver, and our King. 
e 


